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EXPLORE THE NIGHT
LOVE THE CITY - LIGHT THE CITY

There are many reasons for lighting towns or cities 
but doing it for it's people and tourism are two of 
the most significant.  

For The People
As urban populations grow around the 
world, there’s increasing investment in land, 
property and infrastructure. When councils and 
municipalities include architectural lighting in 
this investment, they’re helping to create a unique 
identity for their towns and cities. Whether it’s 
through lighting a heritage building or a modern 
structure, this investment allows locals to 
experience their home town or city at night in a 
way they may never have experienced it before, 
creating a sense of pride.

For Tourism
Architectural lighting brings cities to life at 
night – enticing tourists into urban spaces and 
areas where there are shops, bars or restaurants, 
increasing that all important dwell time. It's also 
a powerful marketing tool. As lighting offers a 
different perspective not just on architecture, 
but on landscapes, plazas and gardens – it can 
be used to differentiate one city from the next. 
For these reasons – lighting has become a key 
consideration in a city or town’s tourism strategy. 



TO TAKE PRIDE IN THE 
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

THE WHY
One of the many events hosted in the city of Carlisle is the ‘City 
of Lights’ which was brand new for 2020. As part of a four-day 
event, locals and tourists visit a variety of lighting displays and 
installations. This year, the centrepiece was a space-themed 
exhibition at Carlisle Cathedral created by award-winning 
artistic collaboration ‘Luxmuralis’.
 
The City of Lights project involved not just Carlisle City Council 
and Cumbria County Council, but also a range of partners 
including the Railway Heritage Trust and Story Contracting. 

WITHIN A TOWN OR CITY

When the ‘City of Lights’ ended, it was clear that locals and visitors 
were drawn to the local landmarks which had gone unnoticed in 
the daytime and they were taking greater pride in the buildings and 
structures around them. 

For this reason, Cumbria County Council were inspired to undertake 
a city-wide lighting initiative. As part of this – new luminaires are 
being installed at key buildings within the city centre so that lighting 
becomes a year-round feature. 



LOCATION

Carlisle is an English city located in the northern county of Cumbria, 
10 miles south of the border with Scotland. By area, it is the largest 
city in England and, at over 2000 years old, it’s history is vast. 

Today, it’s a popular location for tourists as it’s sandwiched 
between two UNESCO world heritage sites - Hadrian’s Wall and 
the Lake District - with a visitor economy worth around £552 
million. As well as the many historic venues to see, the city hosts 
all manner of art and cultural events, from guided tours, to ghost 
tours and comedy shows to musical performances.

Carlisle’s station hotel was designed by architect 
Anthony Salvin in 1852 and was built especially for a 
visit by Queen Victoria in 1853. 

STATION HOTEL (HALLMARK HOTEL)

RAILWAY STATION
Carlisle’s railway station is a Grade II listed structure built 
in 1848 at a cost of £53,000. Designed by architect William 
Tite, it is neo-Tudor in style and features a sandstone two 
storey facade covered in roundels and plaques.

CARLISLE CITADEL
A former medieval fortress, Carlisle Citadel’s two 
towers mark the entrance to the city. 

GRIFFIN PUB
The Griffin, directly opposite the Citadel, has also been 
lit as part of this lighting project. A grand Victorian 
building, it was originally a bank, but became a pub in 
1999 after a large renovation.

CREATING A  
UNIQUE
IDENTITY

CARLISLE, UK

Population: 75,000+
Size: 1,040 km sq² ² ² ²
Motto: ‘Be just and fear not’ 
OS grid reference: NY395555
Twinned with: Flensburg (Germany), Słupsk (Poland)



THE FIVE METHODS
HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ILLUMINATE?

SPOT GRAZE FLOOD INTEGRATE BACK LIT

Building surface mounted 
luminaires providing a high 
contrast solution with a close 
offset accentuating the material, 
colour and finish of a building.

The PLAZA family can be installed 
on multiple levels and between 
the windows to accentuate the 
architectural aesthetic and history 
with a visually comfortable 
solution. 

Ground recessed or building 
surface mount linear luminaires 
providing a close off set graze 
seamlessly integrated into the lines 
of the architecture.

BLADE provides an uninterrupted 
consistent graze in a choice of 
outputs and beam angles able to 
pick out each level or a complete 
façade from the ground with a low 
glare solution. 

Offsetting from the façade can 
provide a uniform lit effect bathing 
the façade in a consistent colour, or 
with narrow beams enables specific  
features to be picked out. 

Multiple beam angles within the 
FUSION and PLAZA families enable 
a balanced lit effect offset from 
the façade enabling a consistent 
lit effect or one with more contrast 
from a more accessible location. 

Integrating points or lines of 
light can help to frame each level 
or specific points of a façade, 
accentuating the scale and height  
following the contours of a façade 
providing a dynamic scene of light. 

VISTA and PLAZA R provide 
specification options for an 
integrated solution with a 
homogenous lit appearance from 
a wide viewing angle enabling a 
striking lit effect setting the façade 
within its context.

Backlighting a glazed façade 
defines the background to our view 
establishing a visual reference 
point within its context. The 
coordination of the architectural 
detail and material type is key to 
the consistency of the lit effect.

The BLADE family provides a 
consistent backlighting graze for 
maximum visual impact through a 
coordinated façade design.

www.acdclighting.com



FOR THE PEOPLE

A NEW URBAN
DESTINATION

Working closely with Cumbria County Council’s 
Lighting Manager, new lighting schemes for 
Carlisle Citadel, railway station, station hotel 
and Griffin pub, (with other projects including 
the Crown and Mitre pub also in the pipeline) 
were achieved.

These buildings are all located within a short 
walk of each other - creating a new urban 
destination that welcomes people at night.



A former medieval fortress, Carlisle Citadel’s two 
towers mark the entrance to the city. Designed 
to handle artillery, they’ve had many uses during 
their lifetime, including as civil and criminal 

CARLISLE CITADEL

courts and a prison.  
Thanks to English Heritage, they’ve been 
restored in recent times with the west tower 
now open to the public. 
This year, they’ve been lit by pole-mounted 
FUSION floodlights which flank the Citadel’s 
perimeter, and BLADE Si linear fittings which 
graze its higher walls. 

Surface mount Integral linear BLADE Si grazing up the 
taller walls.

FUSION 48 RGBW

BLADE

The Citadel's two towers are lit by pole-mounted 
FUSION floodlights which flank the Citadel’s perimeter.
FUSION is mounted on custom column brackets 
around the perimeter of the citadel. Optic selection 
was important to ensure best lit effect and minimise 
light pollution.

www.acdclighting.com



Carlisle’s railway station is a Grade II listed 
structure built in 1848 at a cost of £53,000. 
Designed by architect William Tite, it is neo-
Tudor in style and features a sandstone 

RAILWAY STATION

two storey facade covered in roundels and 
plaques. 

It is located adjacent to the Citadel and today 
continues to be a busy line connecting Carlisle 
to cities around the UK. 

12 BLADE Si fittings have been used to illuminate 
the station. The RGBW variants mean that different 
schemes can be applied to the facade to celebrate 
events or add interest. 

BLADE Si RGBW

www.acdclighting.com



Carlisle’s station hotel was designed by 
architect Anthony Salvin in 1852 and was 
built especially for a visit by Queen Victoria in 
1853. The Queen, needing somewhere to stay 

HALLMARK HOTEL

overnight on a trip to Balmoral, could walk 
straight from her train carriage to her suite via 
her own private entrance. 

Decades later, the same suite was used 
by Prime Minister William Gladstone who 
addressed the citizens of Carlisle through his 
hotel window. 

Most recently known as the Hallmark Hotel 
and now acquired by the Best Western chain, 
it’s a popular choice for tourists because of its 
central location. 

The Hallmark Hotel's facade has been lit by 28 BLADE 
Si RGBW linear luminaires. 

BLADE  Si RGBW

www.acdclighting.com



www.acdclighting.com

The Griffin, directly opposite the Citadel, has 
also been lit as part of this lighting project. 
A grand Victorian building, it was originally 
a bank, but became a pub in 1999 after a 

GRIFFIN PUB

large renovation. The building is still full of 
character, featuring dramatic staircases and 
high ceilings on the inside, and ornate pillars 
and stonework on the exterior. 

24 PLAZA Si RGBW spotlights were carefully and 
considerately added to the Griffin’s facade. 

PLAZA Si RGBW



VERTIGO C3x  VERTIGO C7x VERTIGO C7i VERTIGO C12i | 20i | 30i VERTIGO W3x  VERTIGO W7x 

ECLIPSE W1i C  ECLIPSE W2i C  ECLIPSE W1i SQ ECLIPSE W2i SQ 

MONDO WR1i CF MONDO WR1i CD  MONDO WR1i SQ  MONDO WR1i VR  MONDO WR1i HR  

MONDO B5i  MONDO W5i

ORA RC12i   ORA RC20i   ORA RC30i

PLAZA S3x PLAZA S7x  PLAZA S7i  PLAZA S12i  PLAZA S20i  PLAZA 
S30i 

FUSION 12  FUSION 24  FUSION 48 

BLADE LRi BLADE Si BLADE Sx  

FINO FLEX  VISTA FLEX VISTA LRx   VISTA Sx

   PLAZA R12i PLAZA R20i PLAZA R30i 
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